
2014 YEAR IN REVIEW 
Building relationships, resourcefulness & resilience 

 New executive director. At mid-year we honored long-time executive director Myrna Krehbiel upon her retirement 
and welcomed Jennifer Rose as the new leader. 

 VISTA volunteer. In July, Danny Barrera of Newton was assigned to Peace Connections as a VISTA (Volunteers in 
Service to America) for a year, to help build sustainability. He has proven an excellent asset to the organization and 
we hope to secure another VISTA to take his place in July 2015. 

 Circles of Hope makes a difference one family at a time. The eighth and ninth Circle Leader training classes gradu-
ated in January and August, bringing the total number of participants who have taken the class since 2009 to 76. 
About 75% of graduates go on to commit to 18 months in Matched Circles. Economic impacts for those who have 
reached 18 months include a 131% increase in income, and a 45% decrease in dependency on public assistance. 

 Pass it on. The 9th Circle Leader training class included the third trainee to be a second-generation graduate; all 
three have had a mother precede them through the initiative. 

 More multi-generational impacts. A richer and more disciplined child care program began to evolve at Circles of 
Hope under the skillful guidance of Kristin Neufeld Epp this year and has continued to grow with leadership from 
Kathy, Kalyn & Shannon Leininger and other dedicated child care volunteers. 

 Summer Enrichment Activities (SEA). SEA served 46 children from 23 families, and volunteers coordinated by SEA 
staff helped USD 373 provide close to 10,000 free meals through the Summer Food Service Program.  

 Parent satisfaction is high. According to the first-ever exit survey, parents listed the top benefits of SEA to their 
children as friends, meaningful activities and building social skills. Parents indicated a high rate of satisfaction with 
the activity program, with 90% giving a rating of 9 or 10 (out of 10). 

Home of Circles of Hope and Summer Enrichment Activities (SEA) 

“I am so determined to change 

my life. And excited. I’ve want-

ed to change for so long, but 

haven’t had the opportunity to 

learn how. I want to pay it for-

ward by helping others.” 

“I’ve learned how to be there 

for someone, without judging 

them, and to be open to receive 

as well as give.” 

“I have watched participants 

persevere through these tough 

times, and it is an honor to help 

them build strength in the face 

of so much that threatens to tear 

them down.” 

“Circles is where I found 

healthy relationships. It helped 

me actually to make goals and 

then meet them. I’ve never had 

problems making the goals, just 

meeting the goals.” 



PEACE CONNECTIONS SUMMER ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES (SEA) LaRita Claassen Galen Rudiger 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS PROGRAM PRESENTERS Sherry Clark Richard Rutschman 

Jeremy Ashby Bonnie Krehbiel's Pretzel Making Karen Dickson Carolyn Schroeder 

Lizzie Bernhart Breydan Meyer Jerilyn Ediger Dan Schroeder 

Margaret Goering Callie Unruh's Mobile Dairy Kay Ediger Curtis Stubbs 

Marjean Harris Caring Hands Humane Society Kristin Neufeld Epp Marian Stubbs 

Shafiq Hasan Harvey County Extension Nutritionists Joyce Flickinger Jeannette Stucky 

Gary Rediger Newton Fire Department Janie Fowler Don Swender 

Rosi Reimer Newton Police Department Judy Friesen Sue Swender 

Don Swender Newton Recreation Center Pool Larry Goering Toni Thompson 

Jeanette Stucky, President  Roy Goering June Thomsen 

 STORE & OFFICE VOLUNTEERS Margaret Goering Janet Voth 

GIVING GARDEN VOLUNTEERS Ron Bachman Sheralyn Goering Marva Weigelt 

Coordinator: Scott Eckert Stan Bohn Rosie Hake James Wenger 

Bill Auman Christy Brenneman Marjean Harris Jim Wickiser 

Lisa Barland Kylie Brenneman Gordon Houser Susie Wickiser 

Cy Brown George Dyck Trianna Jones Kathy Wiens 

Karen DeGrazio Roy Goering Sherie Klassen Cathy Woodward 

Beth Gray Sheralyn Goering Sheila Kumar Cynthia Wyss 

Gerald Greene Arnita Haury Kalyn Leininger Deb Zeiner 

Gloria Rediger Ruby Moore Kathy Leininger  

Erna Rempel Leah Mueller Shannon Leininger CIRCLES MEAL PROVIDERS 

Richard Rempel Sari Pouch Phillip McPheeters Coordinator: Lea Ann  Reber 

Deb Smalley Kathy Randall Roxanne Miller Bryna's Matched Circle 

Jacque Spangler Roger Ratzlaff Jason Mueller Chisholm Middle School Student Council 

Susie Wickiser Gloria Rediger Leah Mueller Circles Guiding Coalition 

 Steve Richards Elmo Newman Circles Resource Team 

SUMMER VOLUNTEERS Laurie Robinson Andy Ortiz Craig's Matched Circle 

Coordinators: Sue Elder & Angela Altum Joe Smucker Tina Payne Deanna's Matched Circle 

Stan Bohn Marlene Smucker Marvin Penner Farm Bureau Board of Directors 

Yvonne Bontrager Stan Smucker Sari Pouch First United Church of Christ 

Jan Claassen Jeanette Stucky Roy Pumphrey First United Methodist Church 

Sue Engel Leann Toews Wanda Pumphrey GFWC Delta Hypatia 

Linda Gaertner Roger Voth Carola Ratzlaff Harvey County Homeless Shelter 

Zona Galle Sarah Wallace Dwight Ray June & Amanda's Small Group 

Sheralyn Goering Joyce Whiteman Lea Ann Reber Kansas Leadership Center 

Lance Guthrie Susie Wickiser Gloria Rediger K-State Research & Extension 

Janice Heddin Barrick Wilson Heidi Reiger-Kreider      Family Development Group 

Bonnie Krehbiel  Amanda Rempel Valetta Seymour, Master Food Volunteer 

Norm Lichti CIRCLES OF HOPE Bill Reynolds Newton Medical Center 

Jo Miller INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEERS Denise Rhoades Salvation Army 

Mary McGehee Carolann Adair Steve Richards Sojourner's Sunday School 

Doug Pauls Tucky Allen Laurie Oswald Robinson Wendy's Restaurant 

Calla Potluri Jay Anderson Christian Rodriguez WE REGRET IF WE MISSED ANYONE! 

Colin Potluri Lois Anderson   

Gloria Rediger Danny Barrera   

Fred Saab Floyd Bartel   

Deb Schmidt Rachel Bennett   

Emmaleah Smet Lizzie Bernhart   

Jayden Walton Mackala Blair   

Susie Wickiser Stan Bohn   

Volunteer service hours in 2014 were valued at over $250,000 

Coming together is a BEGINNING. Keeping together 

is PROGRESS. Working together is SUCCESS.  

- Henry Ford 



INDIVIDUAL DONORS Larry & Margaret Goering Connie & Gene Marsh Dale & Margo Schrag Elizabeth Winterbone 

Vicki Adame Lloyd Goering Nancy Martin Frances & Robert Schrag Cynthia Wyss 

Evelyn Adams Lorene Goering Bill & Ruth Mason Laura Ann Schrag Dolores Yoder 

Cathy Anderson Rosella Goering Kristen & Mark Mayhue Paul & Wendy Schrag Doris & Jim Yoder 

Jay & Lois Anderson Verna Goering Mary Anne & Scott McCloud Janice & Vern Schroeder James & Lonabelle Yoder 

Carl & Rosalind Andreas Judy & Tim Goertzen Beverly McGee Miner & Valetta Seymour Jeannie & Marvin Zehr 

Joan & William Augustine Rosi Reimer & Steve Goertzen Dennis & Judy McKee Elsie & John Sheriff Deb & Jim Zeiner 

Barbara & Keith Banman Douglas & Nancy Graber Kate & Phillip McPheeters Carol J. Siemens Bill & Joyce Zuercher 

Helen Bargen Martha Graber John & Roxanne Miller Francis & Richard Siemens   

Floyd Bartel Marilyn Grisham Rosemary Moyer Lois & Walter Silvernale BUSINESS & INSTITUTIONAL DONORS 

Gladwin & Lois Bartel Dorothy & Willis Harder Berneil & Ted Mueller Marilyn & Robert Sjogren Alexanderwohl Mennonite 

Grace & Harlan Bartel Ruth Harder Dana & Kathleen Neff Edwin & Mary Smith American Association Of University Women 

Gail & Jeff Baumgartner Rob Challans & Brenda Harkins Donna & Harry Neufeld Barb Goering & Joe Smucker Anonymous Foundation 

Elizabeth Bernhart Doreen Harms Frieda & Walter Neufeld Greta Hiebert & Nathan Smucker Bachman Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

Christine & Ralph Bestavater Beverly & Shafiq Hasan Denise & Elton Nickel Marlene & Stan Smucker BBC Foundation 

Anita & Stan Bohn Marnette & Ronald Hatchett James Juhnke & Miriam Nafsinger John P. Sommer BCMC Women's Fellowship 

Betty & Mervin Bontrager Arnita Haury Fred & Ruth Obold Jack & Linda Stauffer Bethel College Mennonite Church 

Michelle Bosworth Janice & Willis Heck Frederic & Helen Ortman Bruce & Pat Stucky Book ReViews 

Carl & Joan Boyer Marilyn Helburg Paul E. Oswald Clarene Stucky Central Kansas Community Foundation 

Ray & Rosie Brandt Jean Hendricks Helen Pauls Gail & Mark Stucky Central National Bank 

Christy & Jim Brenneman Carol Hill Kathryn & Lawrence Penner Jeanette & Steve Stucky Citizens State Bank 

Roland Brown Nancy Hilty Kaye & Virgil Penner LaVern & Marilyn Stucky Community National Bank 

Joan & Wade Brubacher Joyce & Marvin Holck Marv & Ruth Penner Don & Sue Swender Faith Mennonite Church 

Linda Budde Gordon & Jeanne Houser Patsy Penner Carol & Lawrence Temple Faith Mission Circle 

Carol & Jerry Buller Carole & Robert Hull Ed & Evelyn Peters Carol Abrahams & Terry Holly First Bank 

Barbara Bunting Helen & Vern Jantz Carol & Ron Peters Bob & Nelda Thelin First Mennonite Church, Halstead 

Jason & Tillie Byler Elaine & Paul Jantzen Dwight & LaVonne Platt Barbara & John Thiesen First Mennonite Church, Moundridge 

Donald & Susan Cameron Dorothea Janzen Darlene & Michael Powers Jan Smith & Steven Thomas First Mennonite Church, Newton 

Herb Cies Helen Jones Norma Johnson & Vern Preheim Donald & Stephanie Thompson First Presbyterian Church 

John & Miriam Claassen Jane & Lanny Jones Roy & Wanda Pumphrey Jerry & Leann Toews First Presbyterian Women 

Ruth Cooper Carol Flickinger & Roger Juhnke Evelyn Quiring Diana C. Torline First United Methodist Church 

Daagya Dick & Juan Coy Justina Neufeld Boots & Merrill Raber Radene Unruh First United Methodist Faith Promise 

Karen DeGrazio Berni Kaufman Roger Ratzlaff Earlene & Robert Unruh Grace Hill Mennonite Church 

Darlene Dick Don & Eleanor Kaufman Gary & Gloria Rediger Martin Van Der Weg Harvey Co. Assn. Of Retired School Personnel 

Ronald & Shirley Dietzel James R. Kaufman Annette Voth & Daryl Regier Beth VanNatta Harvey County Farm Bureau Association 

Marvin & Ruthann Dirks Eric Massanari & Yolanda Kauffman Charles & Cynthia Regier Lou Ann & James Vaughn Harvey County United Way 

Dennis & Norma Duerksen Anita & Brian Kehr Grace Regier Mildred & Myron Voran Hesston Mennonite Church 

Lynette & Marlo Duerksen Corinne & Don Kehrberg Harol & Rosella Regier Bill & Nada Voth Midland National Bank 

Edna & George Dyck Patricia & Steven Kelly Myron Voth & Phyllis Regier Janet & Orvin Voth Mike Schmidt Construction 

David & Kay Ediger Carol Kirchmer Raymond Regier Mel & Mary Sue Voth Oak Leaf Properties 

Glen & Karen Ediger John & Valerie Klaassen Sara Regier John & Mary Jane Waltner Petersen Family Funeral Home 

Marlow & Mary Ediger John & Judy Kliewer Gladys Reimer Lenore Waltner Riverpoint Church 

Donna Eigsti Sharon Koehn Kathy Landis & Miles Reimer David & Joan Wasser Salem United Methodist Red Bird Circle 

Carol & Larry Entz Barb & Dick Koontz Amanda & Clarence Rempel Connie Weber Schowalter Foundation 

Gerry & Ruth Epp Esther & Nathan Koontz Dick & Mary Rempel James & Jean Weber Schowalter Villa 

Alma & Marvin Ewert Bonnie & Dwight Krehbiel Loren & Peggy Reusser Arnold & Dolores Wedel Shalom Mennonite Church 

Donna Feudner Cynthia & Ronald Krehbiel Bill & Glenda Reynolds Helen Wehry Shalom Mennonite Church Women 

Arlo & Geneva Flickner June & Perry Krehbiel Lorraine & Steve Richards Deborah L. Wenger Tabor Mennonite Church 

Marsha Forcum Myrna & Randy Krehbiel Esther Rinner Esther Wenger The First United Church Of Christ 

Judy & Paul Fransen David & Heidi Kreider Harlan & Judy Rittgers Faith & James Wenger The Mennonite Foundation 

LaDeen & Rod Frey Lois & Robert Kreider Laurie Oswald Robinson Jim & Susie Wickiser The Sheppard Foundation 

Carol & Walt Friesen Brady Krueger Galen Rudiger Margaret Wiebe Wal-Mart Local Giving 

Donna Friesen Mike & Susan Lamb Fred Saab Kathy & Tim Wiens Whitestone Mennonite Church 

Donna June & Larry Friesen Dennis & Sue Lammers Eleanor Schirer Mary Lee Wiens Zion Mennonite Church 

Dorothy Nickel & Richard Friesen Cathy & Paul Lavender Florence & Weldon Schloneger   

Duane & Elizabeth Friesen Brenda Learned Alvin & Wilma Schmidt   

Gregg & Joanna Friesen Barbara Lehmberg Bradley & Carolyn Schmidt   

Jacob & Lola Friesen Sandy & Tim Lewis Elizabeth Schmidt   

Joe & Lois Friesen Norman & Vicki Lichti Hartzel & Ilene Schmidt   

Judy Friesen Cynthia & Dave Linscheid Jill Schmidt   

John & Mary Gaeddert Ruth Linscheid Lola Schmidt   

Dave & Marge Goering James & Lois Loflin Amy & Matt Schmidt   

Elizabeth & Victor Goering Wilma Loganbill Josephine & Richard Schmidt   

Eugene & Waneta Goering Evelyn & Howard Lohrentz Steven & Wanda Schmidt   

Fern Goering James Lynch Annie & Gordon Schrag   

Jay & Linda Goering Kimberly & Timothy Manring Bob & Jenny Schrag   

Amount Household Church Business Institution

$1,000+ 15 4 4 5

$250 - $999 33 10 5 2

$100 - $249 68 7 4 1

$50 - $99 71 1 0 0

Less than $50 74 0 0 1

Total (% of giving) 261 (60.6%) 22 (12.1%) 13 (9.1%) 9 (18.2%)

2014 Giving by Type of Donor

Thanks to all who invested in the mission with contributions in 2014 



PEACE CONNECTIONS APPRECIATES... 

 Shafiq Hasan for 16 years of service on the board of directors. 

 Myrna Krehbiel for 14 years of investment in Peace Connections as executive director. 

 Marlene Smucker for 12 years as volunteer store manager. 

 Rosi Reimer for 3 years of service in her most recent stint on the board of directors. 

 Roger Ratzlaff, Gary Rediger, Steve Richards and Jeanette Stucky for volunteer service on the Fund Development 
Committee. 

 Scott Eckert, Gerald Greene and the rest of the crew for carrying on the work of the Giving Garden. 

 Richard Rutschman for offering a free two-day training in Motivational Interviewing for Circles of Hope staff and 
volunteers. 

 Sue Elder, Angela Altum and Cathy Willis for once again providing a top-notch Summer Enrichment Activity pro-
gram for kids. 

 Kansas Leadership Center for a rich array of training opportunities for staff and volunteers. 

 Chef Tom Basore at Water’s Edge Restaurant and local celebrities Vicki Adame, Angie Baur, Ashley Bergner, Timo-
thy Connor, Roxana Koch, Leroy Koehn, James Krehbiel, Susan Lamb, Kim Manring, Bobby Rose, Matt Schmidt, Te-
resa Strausz, Todd Tangeman and Chris Zuercher for making our Celebrity Server fundraiser a success. 

Mission: To inspire transformation in people and systems 
by building relationships, resourcefulness and resilience. 

Peace Connections • 612 N. Main • Newton, KS 67114 • 316-284-0000 • www.peaceconnections.org 

Increasingly we realize that peace, if it’s  

going to get a foothold in the world, has to 

start at the local level. Over half of Harvey 

County school-age children are in econom-

ic distress. That should wake every one of 

us up and point toward a place to begin: 

build resilience one kid at a time. 

- marva weigelt 


